VII
LETTERING AND DECORATION

TTBRARIANS for the most part are concerned with utility
jLjbinding, but anyone who has a love of books should
have some knowledge of fine binding, and it would be
well if in all large libraries there could be exhibited
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examples of the best contemporary work in fine book
production, A few good examples of fine printing and
fine binding, with perhaps an example of good modern
writing, would do much to preserve a standard for such
work and would show, by contrast with the books in
general circulation,, the price that has to be paid for
cheapness. At all times binders have delighted to cany
their work farther than was necessary for the bare pro-
tection of a book, and have added more or less elaborate
decoration to the cover. Gold-tooling is by far the
commonest and most appropriate means of decorating
and lettering leather-bound books. Single volumes are
lettered by means of hand-stamps, brass stamps set in
wooden handles, each one of which has the reverse of
a letter engraved on the end. (See Fig. 15.) These are
heated on a gas or electric stove (see Fig. 16), the leather
is prepared with white of egg, and, when this prepara-
tion is dry to the touch, gold-leaf is laid over it and
made to adhere temporarily by a little grease- The hot